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B6 / 27 project is in the Gulf of Thailand, about 25 km off the coast of Chumphorn covering five districts in 

Chumphorn and Koh Tao, Surat Thani. To strengthen the relationship with stakeholders, PTTEP has developed the 

Royal Navy Underwater Project (Luang Prabang and Luang Sattakut) in Chumphorn and Surat Thani. The main 

focus is to benefit the stakeholders from the tourism business as Koh Tao is home to world-famous divers. 

 

 

The issue of global warming.  

The phenomenon of coral bleaching in 2010 created the need for developing man-made tourism in order to 

reduce the impact of tourism use on natural coral reefs. It also helped develop tourism in the sea and make divers 

more interested in the area. In addition to the aforementioned, it created an awareness of the conservation and 

restoration of natural resources and the marine environment. 

In 2011, PTTEP collaborated with both public and private sectors by sinking two ships and creating man-made 

reefs. It was a collaboration between PTTEP, the Royal Thai Navy and the Department of Marine Science, Faculty 

of Fisheries at Kasetsart University. These ships were namely Krom Luang in Chumpon and Khao Udomsak in Koh 

Tao on the 20th of May 2011 and the 18th of June 2011, respectively.  

The study regarded the dynamics of the underwater ecosystem and the biodiversity of marine mammals, both 

before and after the installation of two ships, for a period of 3 years. 

PTTEP is committed to operating its business with awareness of the importance of environmental conservation 

and in accordance to the implementation of social projects as a "pioneer of environmental protection". As a result, 

PTTEP has further developed the Royal Thai Navy Underwater Learning Project and has promoted stakeholder 

engagement in the areas of B6 / 27 (Social License to Operate). PTTEP plans to operate the Royal Thai Navy Boat 

Learning Project in such a way so as to become better known to tourists. It also promotes tourism activities such 

as the underwater photo contest, a Royal Navy book and construction of a mooring buoy as well as ways to 

incorporate the media and promotions through them. 



The Royal Thai Navy Boat Course is the result of a 

synergy between PTTEP, the Chumphorn Navy, the 

Agricultural University and communities in Chumphorn 

as well as in Koh Tao. The sloop of the Royal Thai Navy 

sank into the sea at Koh Tao. The objective was to 

reduce the environmental impact of tourism on coral 

reefs in nature and other ecosystems under the sea and 

for coral reefs to recover from the phenomenon of 

coral bleaching and increase the habitat for marine 

animals. Most importantly, this is to reduce the cost of 

Disposal Costs of BO / 27 or Rig to leave. 

The Royal Thai Navy runs its SEA activities as well as activities outside of the organization such as employee diving 

under the sea and the Buoys Water Painting Contest Dive tourism which is arranged in collaboration with the 

Chumphorn Provincial Mayor's Council, hotels, resorts, dive shops and schools, tour operators, diving instructors, 

divers and tourists.  

 

 

BUSINESS IMPACT 

According to core business of PTTEP, there are many platform in the sea. Therefore, 

at the end of the concession period or when it is necessary to demolish the 

platform, PTTEP preferred option as transforming the platform to build a habitat for 

marine life (Rig to Reef). As a result, it is not necessary to pull the platform to land 

for conversion, and be able to reducing cost for that purpose as well. 

 

 

SOCIAL IMPACT 

Minerals are deep down in our planet's various layers. To use these resources, 

PTTEP will inevitably impact and disturb nature and the living organisms, as 

well as the daily lives of the people around the area including fishermen, tribal 

farmers and other minorities. It is simply the nature of the exploration and 

production business. This project helps to create marine biodiversity. It is a 

place to live or hide for the sea animal. It allows the survival of marine animals 

for a longer time and allows for complete breeding.  

In 2017, the dive site of the H.T.M.S. Prab attracted on average 50 tourists a 

week. A professional diving instructor has on average 1,050 service users (tourists or divers) per week, which 

increases to 1,100 per week if the dive includes two spots. These numbers amount to 4,400 per month (except 

during the monsoon season from May to September). The project has created diving activities for eco-tourists 

with an estimate of 30,800 people per year. 


