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 WHY WE DO IT:

 

Transforming our world by 2030 to achieve sustainable 

development requires a concerted and collective effort by 

all stakeholders. Implementing the SDGs cannot be the 

sole responsibility of governments.  Because if sustainable 

development is to be 

achieved, public, private, and social enterprises must 

be encouraged to align their business models with the 

goals and targets identified by the 2030 Agenda for Sus-

tainable Development. 

 

Nobel Laureate Muhammad Yunus, one of the 16 global 

thought leaders championing the SDGs, sees them not as 

far-fetched aspirations, but as tangible targets that can, 

and must be achieved through fundamentally transforming 

our thought and actions.  

 

The SDG TransLab, hosted by YCA and GLOSS, fills the 

niche for action-research on enterprise-led models that 

can propel implementation of the SDGs. By identifying the 

potential that social business and enterprise-led sustaina-

ble development has in achieving the SDGs, the TransLab 

will purposefully deepen knowledge foundations and drive 

systems transformation towards enterprise-led sustainable 

development. to be a driver of systems-transformation, to 

be responsive to the interconnected nature of the SDGs, in 

contrast to many existing silo approaches 
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HOW WE DO IT: 

Envisioned as an engine for sustainable 

enterprise, the SDG TransLab will examine various 

models of  enterprise-led sustainable 

development , imparting academic rigour to the 

social business concept, whilst promoting the 

adoption of market approaches based 

on sustainability principles. The experimentation, 

testing and publishing approach to action-

research aims to provide clear direction to wider 

development programming, influencing the aid 

agenda and providing sustainable innovations for 

non-governmental organisations and community-

based groups. 

 

The SDG TransLab is a hub for four process 

drivers. Knowledge Building, where action-

research will fuel publications, trainings and skills 

development; Enterprise Innovation, where new 

ideas will be tested and systems designed; 

Inclusive Co-creation, seeing partnerships for 

change forged through horizontal knowledge 

sharing; and finally, Demonstrable 

Transformation, where success is championed 

and expertise diffused for growth and scale. 

WHAT WE DO: 

The SDG Transformation Laboratory (SDG TransLab) is an 

initiative to foster enterprise-led action, transforming our 

world in line with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. The SDG TransLab establishes an inclusive 

platform that brings together action-research, systems-

change innovation, inclusive co-creation and demonstrable 

transformation models capable of achieving the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDG). 

 

 

 

Vision: A transformed world for people and planet, where 

enterprise fosters sustainable development and inclusive 

prosperity, leaving no one behind.  

 

Mission: To foster enterprise-led solutions for the 

implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals.  

 

WHO WE ARE: 

The SDG Transformation Laboratory is a collaboration 

between the Yunus Center at the Asian Institute of 

Technology (YCA) and Global Sustainability Solutions 

(GLOSS). 

 

 

Established in 2009 as the first partnership between 

Professor Yunus and a research university, YCA is now a 

prominent member of a global peer network of 47 Yunus 

Social Business Centers that work to find practical ways 

of harnessing the power of the market to create a world 

free of poverty, using interdisciplinary approaches and 

multi-stakeholder partnerships. Led by Dr. Faiz Shah, with 

his 40-year experience of enterprise-led development, 

YCA is the technical partner of the SDG TransLab.  

 

 

Global Sustainability Solutions (GLOSS) is a platform for 

co-creation of holistic solutions and sustainable 

enterprise innovations, through multi-dimensional 

partnerships that can lead the transformation towards a 

sustainable world. Located in Colombo, GLOSS aims to 

foster sustainable enterprises through community 

resilience, building sustainable development 

interventions. GLOSS, led by sustainability thought leader 

and activist Uchita de Zoysa, is the conceptual partner of 

the SDG TransLab.  


